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| THE  ANDHRA  PRADESH  FARMERS'  MANAGEMENT 
OF  IRRIGATION  SYSTEMS  ACT,  1997.  • 

ACT  No.  11  OF  1997* 

(9th  April,  1997^ 

An  Act  to  provide  for  Farmers  ’ Partici- 
pation in  the  Management  of  irrigation. 
Systems  and  for  matters  connected 
therewith  or  incidental  thereto. 


■L  

* *Rede1yed  the  assent  of  the  Governor  on  7th  March,  1997.,  ", 
< For  Statement  of  the  Objects  and  Reasons.  Please  see  the 
A.Pv  Gazette  Part  Ilf-A  Extraordinary  dated  20th  Harth,' 
1997  at  P-32.  ' . 


Sfcorjt  title, 
extent  end  odsLaen* 
ce»ect « 
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Whereas  the  State  oi  Andhra  Pradesh  is  essentially 
an  agricultural  State  depending  on  an  efficient  and 
equitable  supply  and  distribution  of  water  which  is 
a National  Wealth,  ensuring  optimum  utilisation  by 
farmers  for  improvement  of  agricultural  production 
is  the  immediate  need; 

And  whereas.;  scientific  and  systematic  develop- 
ment and  maintenance  of  irrigation  infrastructure 
is  considered  best  possible  through  farmers’ 
organisations; 

And  whereas; such  farmers’  organisations  have  to 
be  given  an  effective  role  in  the  management  and 
maintenance  of  the  irrigation  system  for  effective  r 
and  reliable  supply,  and  distribution  of  water. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
' State  of  Andhra  Pradesh  in  the  Forty-eighth  Year 
Qf  the  Republic  of  India  as  follows:- 

CHAPTER  - I 

preliminary 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Andhra  Pradesh  • 
Farmers’  Management  of  Irriaation  Systems  Act, 
1997.  ’ 

(2)  It  extends  to.  the  whole  of  the  State  of  Andhra  ■ 
Pradesh. 

(3)  '.it  shall  come  into  force  on  such'  date  as  the 
Government  may,  by  notification  in  the  Andhra 
Pra'desh  Gazeuo,  appoint  and  they  may  appoint 
different  dates  for  different  areas  and  for  different 
provisions.. 

2.  (1)  In  this  Act,  unless  the  context  otherwise 
requires.- 


a)  ‘area  of  operation'  ■ in  relation  ‘to  farmers-  * 
organisation  means  a contiauous  block  ^ 

: - 'n  the  com™nd  area  of  an  irrigation  svstenTas 
, may  be  notified  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

) ‘ayaClJt  road'  means.a  road  within  fhe  area  • 

! of  operation  of  a farmers’  organisation  for  the 
I -purpose  of  irrigation  and  agriculture  but  does 
! not  include  a road  vested  in  a Gram  Panchayat 

! “anaal  Sfiad,  Zilla  Parishad,  MunicipaL  . 
Municipal  Corporation  or  Roads  and  Build, 
epartment  of  the  Government- 

capabtT^h11-  area'  meanS  3"  area  irn9a,e:l  « 

S o VJ  m 9 Sa'ed  e“her  by  9favitaI'onal  ■ 

^o:::c„:r:"c:7rerTO,ho,, 

w 0rb‘vy  sucn  r = °^“Sdand 

, ,or  time  being  in  force  .name  ^ 'a'v 

(d)  'competent  authority"  means  ihe  autboriiv 
appointed  under  section  21.  - Iy 

..  (e)  'Corporation'  means  foe  Andhra  Pradesh  Water 

under  Te  ‘ C°rporal“  consisted  ' 

under  the  Andhra  Pradesh  ■ Water  Rps™,™.  ' 

Development  Corporation  Act;  1997.  1997 1 

(I)  'distributor  system'  means  and  includes, - 

W aandmmlCa"a'S',  branCh  “"abV  distributories 

and  ZZZ  f construcled  for  foe  supply 
and  distribution  of  water  for  irrigation;  * P * 

(ii)  ail  works,  structures  and  appliances  con 

nected  with  the  distribution  of  for* ; 
irngation;and  arer  for 
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(iii)  all  field  channels  and  other  related  channel, 
and  structures  under  a.  pipe  outlet 

(g)  'District  Collector'  means  the  .collector  of  the 
district  in  which  the  irrigation  .system  is  situate 
and  includes  any  officer  specially  notified  by  the 
Government  to  perform  all  or  any  of  the  functions 
. of  the  district. 'collector  under  this  Act; 

(h}  -‘drainage  system’  in  relation  to  an  irrigation 
system  includes,— 

♦ 

(i}‘ channels  either  natural  or  artificial,  for  the 
discharge  of  waste  or  surplus  water  and  ail 
' works  connected  therewith  or  ancillary  thereto; 

(ii)  escape  - channels  from  an  irrigation  or 
distribution-system  and  other  works  connected 
therewith,  but  does  not  include  works  for 
removal  of  sewage; 

(iii)  all  collecting  drains  and  main  drains  to  drain 
off  surplus  water  from  field  drains;  and 

(iv)  all  field  drains  and  related  structures  under 
pipe  outlets, 

0)  'farmers'  organistion’  wherever  it  occurs,  shall  . 
mean  and  include;—  .. 

0)  water  users  association  at  the  primary  level 
consisting  of  aif  the  water  users,  as1  constituted 
under  section  3; 

(ii)  distributory  committee  at'the  secondary  level, 

. as  constituted  under  section  5;  arid 

(iii)  project  committee  at  the  project  level,  as 
constituted  under  section  7;  - 


y)  ‘field  channel'  includes  a channel  existing  or  to 
be  constructed  by  the  Government  or  by  the  land 
holders  or  by  any  agency  to  receive  and  distribute 
water  from  a pipe  outlet 

(k) ‘fieid  drain'  includes  a channel  excavated- and 
maintained  by  the  land  holder  or  by  any~other 
agency,  to  discharge  waste  or  surplus  water  from 
the  land  holding  under  a pipe  outlet;  and  includes 
drains;  escape  channels  and  other  similar  works 
existing  or  to  b8  constructed; 

(l)  ‘financial  Year*  means  a year-commencing  from 
the  1st  April  of  the  relevant  year  to  the  3ist  March 
of  the  ensuing  year. 

(m)  'financing  agency'  means  any  commercial 
bank,  or  any  co-operative  society  or  any  other 
bank  or-  organisation  established  or  incorporated 
under  any  law,  for  the  time  being  in  force,  which 
lends  mdney  for  the  development  of  the  area  of 

operation  of  the  farmers'  organisation. 

» , ..  > , ♦ 

(n)  ‘Government*  Means  the  State  Government  of 
Andhra.  Pradesh-,’ 

(o)  'hydraulic  basis'  means  the  basis  for  identifying 
a viable  irrigated  area  served  by  one  . or 
more  hydraulic  structures  such  as  headworks, 
distiibutories,  minors,  pipe  outlets  and  the  like. 

• I 

(p)  ‘irrigation  system’  means  such  major,  medium 
and  minor  1 Irrigation  system  for  harnessing 
water  for  Irrigation  and  other  allied  ules' 

. from  Govemment/or  Corporation  source  .and 
includes  reservoirs,  open  head  channels,  diversion 
systems,  anicuts,  lift  Irrigation  schemes,  tanks, 
wells  and  the  like; . ; 


.Act  26 
1971. 


Explanation:  (ij  'major  irrigation  system7  mean^7' 

irrigation  system  under  Major  irrigation  Project 
having  irrigable  command  area  of  more  than 
. 10,000  hectares.^ 

(2)  'Medium  Irrigation  system'  means  irrigation 
system  under  Medium  Irrigation  Project  having 
irrigable  command  area  of  more  than  2000 
hectares  and  upto-10,'000  hectares.-  . 

(3)  ‘Minor  irrigation  - system'  means  irrigation 
system  under  minor  irrigation  project  having 
irrigable  command  area  upto  2,  000  hectares.  - 

(q)  ‘land  holder’  means  an  owner  and  or  a tenant 
recorded  as  such. in  the _ record  of  fights  - under- 
the  Andhra  Pradesh  Record  of  Rights  in  Land  Act 
of  1971  in  respect  of  land  in  the  notified  ayacut  area 
of  an  irrigation  system. 

. (r) ‘maintenance’  means  execution  of  such  works 
on  the  irrigation  system  as  are  necessary  to  ensure 
that  the  physical  system  designed  to  the  standards 
operates  for  proper  distribution,  of  water  to  the 
land  holders  in  the  area  of  operation; . - 

(s) ’notification'  means  a notification  published  in 
the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette,  arid  the  expression 
‘notified’  shall  be  construed  accordingly, 

(t)  operational  plan'  means  a schedule  of  irrigation 
deliveries  with  details  of  the  mode  and  duration 
of  supplies  drawn  up  for  regulation  of  irrigation  in 
the  command  area  of  an  irrigation  system. 

(u)  ’prescribed’  means  prescribed  by  the  Govern- 
ment by  rules  made  under  this  Act. 
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meanS  a-sys,em  <»  <**ibu«on  of 

‘ .o8’  tor"  0 T'  US8,S  b>  ,Urn''  accorBing ' ' 

approved  schedule  indicating  the  dav 

dura"°"  ancJ'fhe  time  of  supply.  . 3 ' ay' 

SJSS 

Bovernmen,  p,  lhe  corporation  sou,£, 

1984.  3 Deve,0Pment  Act.,  Act  15  of 

1984. 


CHAPTER  - |j 
FARMERS'  ORGANtSATION 


notification  ««.  « 
Act.  in  this  beStTel  T„T  “iS 

basis  on  a hydrauiic  ' 

declare  it  to  be  a watP  d ™strat,ve|y  wable;  and 

. of  this  Act;  ^ area  for  th?  Purpose 


J.  391-5 


Provided  that  in  respect  of  the  command  ar^a 
under  the  minor,  and  lift  Irrigation  systems,  the 
entire  command  area  may,  as'  far  as  possible, 
form  a single  water  users’  area. 

{2)  Every  water  users’  area  shall  be  divided  into 
territorial  constituencies,  which  shall  not  be  less 
than  four  but  not  more  than  ten,  as  may  be 
prescribed,  ' 

' (3)  there  shall  be.  a water  users’  association  called 
by  its  local  distinct  name  for  every  water  users' 
area  delineated  under  sub-section  (1). 

(4)  Every  water  users*  association  shall  consist  of 
the  foliowing  members,  namely: - 

(0  all  the  water  users  who  are  land  holders  in  a 
- water  users  areat 

Provided,  that  where  both  the  owner  and  the 
tenant  are  land  holders  in  respect  of  the  same 
land,  the  tenant; 

(i|)  ali  other  water  users  coopted  in  a water  users' 
area; 

(iii)  members  specified  in  clause  (i)  and  (fi)  shall 
constitute  the  general  body  for  a water  users 
association; 

. {iv)  a person  eligible  to  become  a member  of 
more  than  one  territorial  constituency  of  a 
water  users  association,  under  clause  (0  shall 
be  entitled  to  be  a member  of  only  one 
territorial  constituency  and  he  shall  exercise 
his  option  thereof  as  prescribed.- 

(v)  members  specified  in  clause  (1)  shall  alone 
have  the  right  to  vote. 
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4*  (1)  There  shall  be  a Managing  Committee  for  Blecti 
every  water  users'  association.  . 

°f  tbo  Kanaginq 

(2)  The  District  Collector  shall  make  ar-  ^"ociotianr. 
rangements  for  the  election  of  President  of  ! ’’ 

the  managing  committee  of  the  water  users’ 
association  by  direct  election  by  the  method  of 
secret  ballot  in  the  manner  prescribed. 


.(3)  The  District  Collector  shall  also  cause 
anangements  for  the  election  of  a managing 
committee  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
of  the  territorial  constftutencies  of  a water  users' 
area,  by  the  method  of  secret  ballot  in  the  manner 
prescribed. 


(4)  If  at  an  ejection  held  under  sub-sections  (2)  and 
(3),  the  president  or  the  members  of  the  territorial 
constituencies  of  water  users’  association  are  not 
‘ elected,  fresh  elections  shall  be  heldln  the  manner 
prescribed- 

Provided  that  the  Government  for  the  reasons  to 
be-  recorded  in  writing  may,  from  time  to  time, 
" postpone  elections. 


(5)  The  President  and  the  members  of  the 
t i mana9’n9  committee  shall,  If  not  recalled  earlier, 

be  In  office  for  a period  of  three  years,  from  the 
; date  of  the  first  meeting. 

(6)  The  managing  committee  shall  exercise  the 
powers  and  perform  the  functions  of  the  water 
users  association. 
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m«rIbSy°fTOa 2 3 4  5*  W ^ Government  may,  by  notification  and- 
and  constitution,  in  accordance  with  the  rules  made  in  this  behalf, 
c^ut^!ributory  delineate  every  command  area  of  the  irrigation  t 
system,  comprising  of  one  or  more  water  users' 
associations,  and  declare  it  to  be  a distributory 
area  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act 

(2)  There  shall  be  a distributory  committee  called 
by  its  local  distinct  name  for  every  distributary 
area  declared  as  such  under  sub-section  {1). 

(3)  All  the  Presidents  of  the  water  users 
associations  in  the  distributory  area,  so  long  as 
they  hold  such' office,  shall  constitute  the  general 
body  of  the  committee. 

Election  of  Preai-  6.  {1}  There  shall  be  a managing  committee  for 
tion  S53ST  ev*y  distributory  committee.  ~ 

Coccnittec. 


(2)  The  District  Collector  shall  cause  arrange- 
ments, in  the  manner  prescribed,  for  the  election 
by  the  method  of  secret  ballot  of  the  President  and 
members  of  the  managing  committee  who  shall 
not  be  more  than  five  from  among  the  members 
of  the  general  body  of  the  distributory  committee: 

Provided  that  the  Government  may,  for  the 
reasons  to  be  recorded  in  writing,  may  from  time 
to  time  postpone  elections. 

(3)  If,  at  an  election  held  under  sub-section  (2), 
the  President  and  the  members  of  the  managing 
committee  are  not  elected,  fresh  elections  shall 
be  held  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

(4)  The  term  of  office  of  the  President  .arid  the 

members  of  the  managing  committee  shall,  if  hot 
recalled  earlier,  be  coterminous  with  the  term  of 
the  general  body  specified  in  sub-section  (3)  of 
section  5. 
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i$)  The  managing  committee  shall  exercise 
4 the  powers  and  perform  the  functions  of  the 

distributory  committee.  - ' ‘ - 

7.  - (f)  The  Government  may  by  notification  and  Delineation  of 
- in  accordance  with  the  rules  made  under  this- Act ' !!!£?!  !fca  arf 
in  triis  behalf,  delineate  every  command  area  or  ♦"jeee  conmittee. 
part  thereof,  of  an  irrigation. system  and  declare  it 
to  be  a project  area  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 

(2)  There  shall  be  a project  committee  called  by 
■its  distinct  name  for  every  project  area  declared 
under  sub-section  {1). 

(3) AII  the  Presidents  of  the  distributory  committees 
in  the  project  area,  so  long  as  they  hold  such 
office,  shaif  constitute  the  general  body  for  the 

* project  committee.  ‘ 

8 ' W There  sha11  be'3  managing  committee  for  Bicctior, 
every  project  committee.  conautu-. . 

tion  of  the 
Managing  Caocatttec. 

(2)  The  District  Collector  shall  cause  arrangements 
in  the  manner  prescribed  for  election  by  the 
method  pf  secret  ballot  of  chairman  and  managing 

„ committee  consisting  of  not.  more  than  nine 
. members  from  among  themembers  of  the  general 
body  of  the  project  committee; 

4 Provided  that  the  Government  for  the  reasons  to 

be  recorded  in  writing  may,  from  time  to  time,  post- ' 

. pone  elections. 

(3)  Ifj  at  an  election  held  under  sub-section  (2)> 

, the  chairman  and  the  members  of  the  managing 

committee  are  not  elected,  fresh  elections  shall 
be  held  in  the  prescribed  manner. 


F V ^.M^1  '-UJU  A I Ul 
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(4)  The  term  of  office  of  the  chairman  aid  the 
members  of  the  managing  committee  shall,  if  m 
recalled  earlier,  be  coterminous  with  the  term  of 
general  body  specified  in  sub-section  (3)  of  section 
7. 

(5)  The  managing  committee  shall  exercise  the 
powers  & perform  the  functions  of  the  project 

■ ••  committee. 

apex  comnittee  9.  (1)  The  Govt  may,  by  notificiation,  constitute 
an  Apex  Committee  with  such  number  of  members 
as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

(2)  The  Committee,  constituted  under  sub-section 
(1),  may  exercise  such  powers  and  functions  as 
may  be  necessary  to,— 

(a)  laydown  the  policies  for  implementation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Act;  and 

(b)  give  such  directions  to- any  farmers’  organi- 
sation, as  may  be  considered  necessary,  in 
exercising  their  powers  and  performing  their 
functions  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act. 

procedure  for  10.  fl)  A motion  for  recall  of  a chairman  or . 
recall.  president  or  member  of  a managing  committee, 

as  the  case  may  be,  of  a farmers’  organisation 
may  be  made  by  giving  a written  notice  as  may 
be  prescribed,  signed  by  not  less  than  one-third 
of  the  totaT  number  of  members  of  the  farmers' 
organisation,  who  are  entitled  to  vote  i 

Provided  that  no  notice  of  motion  under  this 
section  shall  be  made  within  one  year  of  the  date 
* of  assumptidn  of.  office  by  the  person  again*4 
whom  the  motion  is  sought  to  be  moved. 


■ ■ ••  mywy  m , ,,, , J p.-— J..-.. J... Jl .1  jL.lt  J J II  llll  l II  HJ  . Ly  W A yjj JJ »y  f W.  V' A' A A,'-’.'- AT" ■ 'p^j  jy  MPA  I UJ  IM 
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..  (2)  If  ihe  motion  is  carried  with  the  support  of 

majority  of  the  members  present  and  voting  at  a 
meeting  of  the  general  body  specially  convened 
* for  the  purpose,  the  District  Collector  or  the 
Government  as  the  case  may  be  shall  by  ..order' 
remove  him  from  office  and  the  resulting  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  in  the  same  manner  as  a casual 
vacancy.  . 

11.  The  managing  committee  of  a farmers*  ConStitut 

organisation  may  constitute  sub-committees  to  =ub!cJ^t"c°rin  • 
carry  out  all  or  any  of  the  functions  vested  in  £armora*  organisa- 
each  organisation  under  this  Act.  tion’ 

12.  Every  farmers'  organisation  shall  be  a body  Facers-  organisa- 
corporate  with  a distiribt  name  having  perpetual  tion  £o  be  a Body 
succession  and  a common  seal  and  subject  to  Cocporato* 

the  provisions  of  this  Act  vested  with  the  capacity 
of  entering  into  contracts  and  of  doing  ail  things 
necessary,  proper  or  expedient  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  constituted  and  it  shall  sue  or  be  i 
sued  in  its  corporate  name  represented  by  the 
chairman  or  the  president,  'as  the  case  may  be: 

■ Provided  that  no  farmers’  organisation  shall  have 
the  power  to  alienate  in  any  manner,  any  property  ’ 
vested  in  it 

13.  The  Government  may  in  the  interest  of  a changes  i.,  P4JnDers- 
farmers  organisation,  in  the  command  area  by  "Organisation,  ■ 
notification  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules  made 
in  this  behalf,- 

(a)  form  a new  farmers’  organisation  by  separat- 
ing the  area  from  any  farmers’  organisation;’ 

(b)  increase  the  area  of  any  farmers’  organisation; 
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(c)  diminish  the  area  of  any  fanners’  organisation 

(d)  alter  the  boundaries  of  any  farmers’  organisa- 
tion; or 

(e)  cancel  a notification  issued  under  this  Act  for 
rectifying  any  mistake: 

provided  that  no  such  separation,,  increase, 
diminution,  alteration  and'  cancellation  shall  be 
effected  unless  a reasonable  opportunity  is  given 
to  the  organisation  likely  to  be  effected. 

Disqualifications  (f)  No  village  servant  and  no  officer  or 
Hea3ior3^atcs  °r  servant  of  the  Government  of  India  or  any  State 
Government  or  of  a local  authority  or  an  employee 
of  any  institution  receiving  aid  from  the  funds  of  the 
Government  shall  be  qualified  for  being  chosen  as 
or  for  being  a chairman,  or  president  or  a member 
of  a managing  committee. 

Explanation:-  For  the  purpose  of  this  section  the 
expression  ‘village  servant’  means  in  relation  to,— 

(i)  the  Andhra  Area,  any  person  who  holds  any  of 
the. village  offices  of  neeruganti,  neeradi,  vetti, 
kawalkar,  toti,  talayari,  tandalagar,  sathsindhi 
or  any  such  village  office  by  whatever 
designation  it  may  be  locally  known; 

(ii)  the  Telangana  Area,  any  person  who  holds 
any  of  the  village  offices  of  neeradi,  kawalkar, 
sathsindhi  or  any  such  village  office  by 
whatever  designation  it,  may  be  locally  known. 

(2)  No  person  who  has'  been  convicted  by  a 
criminal  court  for  any  offence  involving  moral 
turpitude  committed  under  any  law  for- the  time 
being  in  force  shall  be  qualified  for  being  chosen  in 
or  for  being  a chairman  or  president  or  a member 
• of  a managing  committee. 
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^ A person  shall  be  disqualified  for  being  chosen 
as  a chairman,  or  a president  or  a member  of 
the  managing  committee  if  on  the  date  fixed  for 
scrutiny  of  nominations  for  election,  or  on  the  date 
of  nomination  he  is,- 

(a)  of  unsound  mind  and  stands  so  declared  by 
a competent  court; 

(b)  an  applicant  to  be  adjudicated  as  an  insolvent 
or. an  undischarged  insolvent;  or 

(c)  a defaulter  of  land  revenue  or  water  tax  or 
charges  payable1  either  to  the  Government  or 
to  the  farmers’  organisation . 

(d)  Interested  in^a  subsisting  contract 
made  with,  or  any  work  being  done 
for,  the  Gram  Panchayat,  Mandal 
Parishad,  Zilla  Parishad  or  any  State 
or  Central  Government  or  the  farmers 
organisation: 

Provided  that  a person  shall  not  be 
deemed. to  have  any  interest  in  such  con- 
tract or  work  by  reason ' only  of  his 
having  Share  or  interest  in- 

(i)  a company  as  a mere  share-holder 
but  not  as  a director; 

(ii)  any  lease,  sale  or  purchase  of 
immovable  property -or  any  agreement  for 
the  same;  or 

(iii)  any  agreement  for  the  loan  of 
money  or  any  security  for  the  payment  of 
money,  only;  or 

(iv)  any  newspaper  in  which  any  advertise- 
ment- relating  to  ‘ the  affairs  of  'the 
Farmers'  Organisation  is  inserted. 
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Explanation:-  For  the  removal  of  doubts 
it  is  hereby  declared  that  where  a 
contract  is  fully  performed  it  shall 
not  be  deemed  to  be  subsisting  merely  on 
the  ground  that  the  Gram  Panchayat, 
Mandal  Parishad,  Zilla  Parishad,  the 
Farmers'  Organisation,  the  State  or 
Central  Government  has  not  performed  its 
part  of  the  contractual  obligations. 


(4)  A chairman  or  a president  or  a member 
of,  a managing  committee  shall  also  become 
disqualified  to  continue  in  office  if  he,- 

(a)  is  convicted  in  a criminal  case  irTvoklng  : 
moral  turpftude;or 

3?)  absents  for  three  consecutive  meetings 
without  reasonable  cause: 

Provided  that  such  disqualification  under  item 

(b)  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  women  who 

are  In  an  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy  anti'  ’ . 

for  a period  of  three  months  after  delivery. 

and  he  shall  cease  to  hnM  th~  office  forthwith.  •» 


. h i,  ,,  . . - j a w ■ j > a» .j ■_■  ■ xf  ■ X-U  v>  - j ■' ^ 
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• (5)&A  person  having  more  than  two  children  shall 
be  disqualified  for  election  or  for  continuing  as 
a Chairman  or  a President  or  a member  of  the 
Managing  Committee: 

Provided  that  the  birth  within  one  year  from 
the  date  of  commencement  of  this  Act,  hereinafter 
in  this  section  referred  to  as  the  date  of  such 
commencement,  of  an  .additional  child  shall  not 
be  taken  Into  consideration  for  the  purposes  of 
this  section: 

Provided,  further  that  a person  having  more 
than  two  children  (excluding  the  child  if  any 
born  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  such 
commencement)  shall  not  be  disqualified  under 
this  section  for  so  long  as  the  number  of  children 
he  had  on  ihe  date  of  such  commencement  does 
not  increase. 

15.  (1)  A vacancy  arising  either  due  -to 
disqualification  uhder  sub-section  (4)  of  section  14 
or  due  to  death  or  resignation  or  by  any  reason, 

- such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  up  by.  nomination  In 
the  following  manner, - 

(a)  a vacancy  in  the  water  lasers’  association 
shall  be  filled,'  by  nomination  by  the  managing 
committee  of  the  distributor/  committee  In  the 
manner  prescribed;  : 

(b)  a vacancy  In  the  distributary  committee, 
shall  be  filled,  by  nomination- by  the  managing 
committee  of  the  project  committee  in  the  manner/ 
prescribed;  said-. 


Filling  op, of 
vacancies. 


Objects. 


•yunetlona  of  kater 
Daers  Association. 
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(c)  a vacancy  in  the  project  committee  shall  be. 

■ filled,  by  nomination  either  by  the  Apex  .Committee  . . 
.or  by  the  Government,  as  the  case  may  be,  in 
- the  manner  prescribed.  • 

(2)  The  District  Collector  shall  take  necessary 
steps  to  conduct  elections  to  fill  up  any  vacancy 
caused  within  a period  of  one  month  from  the 
date,  of  occurrence  of  such  vacancy. 

(3)  The  term  cf  office  of  a member  or 
a President  or.  a Chairman  of  the  farmers’ 
organisation,  elected  under  sub-section  (2),  shall 
expire  at  the  time  at  which  it  would  have  expired, 
if  he  had  been  ejected  at  the  ordinary  election. 

Chapter  - HE 

. Objects  sikE  Functions  of  the  Farmers’  Organisations: 

16.  The  objects  of  the  farmers'  organisation 
shall  be  to  promote  and  secure  distribution  of 
water  among  its  users,  adequate  maintenance 
of  the  irrigation  system,  efficient  and- economical 
utilisation  of  water  to  optimise  agricultural 
production,  to  protect  the  environment,  and 
to  ensure  ecological  balance  by  involving  the.  • 
farmers,  inculcating  a sense  of  ownership  of  the 
irrigation  system  in  accordance  with  the  water 
budget  and  the  operational  plan, 

17,  -The  water  users'  association  shall  perform 
the  following  functions,  namely:-  . 
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^ to  prepare  and  implement  a warabandi 
schedule  for  each  irrigation  season,  consistent 
with  the  operational  plan,  based  upon  the 
entitlement,  area,  soil  and  cropping  pattern  as 
approved  by  the  distributary  committee,  or  as  the 
case  may  be-,  the  project  committee; 

(b)  to  prepare  a plan  for  the  maintenance  of 
irrigation  system  in  the  area  of  its  operation  at 
the  end  of  each  crop  season  and  carry  out  the 
maintenance  works  of  both  distributary  system 
and  minor  and  field  drains  in  its  area  of  operation 
with  the  funds  of  the  association  from  time  to  time,* 

(c)  to  regulate  the  use  of  water  among  the  various 
pipe  outlets  under  its  area  of  operation  according 
to  the  warabandi  schedule  of  the  system; 

(d)  to  promote  economy  in  the  use  of  water 
allocated; 

{e)  to  assist  the  revenue  department  in  the 
preparation  of  demand  and  collection  of  water 
rates; 

(f)  to  maintain  a register  of  landholders  as 
published  by  the  revenue  department; 

(g)  to  prepare  and  maintain  a register  of  coopted 
members; 

(h)  to  prepare  and  maintain  an  inventory  of  the 
irrigation  system  within,  the  area  of  operation^ 

(?)  to  monitor  flow  of  water  for  irrigation-, 

{ft  to  resolve  the  disputes,  if  any,  between  the 
members  and  water  users  in  its  area  of  operation, 

(k)  to  raise  resources; 


62 

u (i)  to  maintain  accounts; 

• (m)  to  cause  annual,  audit  of  Hs  accounts* 

(n)  to  assist  in  the  conduct  of  elections- to  the 
managing  committee; 

(o)  to  maintain  other  records  as  may  be 
prescribed; 


(p)  to  abide  by.  the  decisions  of  the  distributary 
and  project  committees/ 

(q)  to  conduct  general  body  meetings,  as  may  be 
prescribed; 

(f)  to  encourage  avenue  plantation  on  canal  bunds 
and  tank  bunds  by  leasing  such  bunds;  and 

(s)  to  conduct  regular  water  budgeting  and  also 
to  conduct  periodical  social  audit,  as  may  be  - 
prescribed?.  • ' - • 


Ponctinaa  of  Ola- 
tribute*?  Coaotlttee. 


t8.  The  distributary  committee  shall  perform  the 
fallowing  fanctionsjnamely;- 

(a)  to  prepare  an  operational  plan  based  on  its 
entitlement,  area,'  soil,  cropping  pattern  at  the 
beginning  of  each  irrigation  season,  consistent 
with  the  operational  plan  prepared  by  the 
project  committee;  ' 


{b)  to  prepare  a plan  for  the  maintenance  of  both 
distributaries  and  medium  drains  within  its 
area  of  operation -at  the  end  of  each  crop 
seasons  and  execute  the  maintenance  works 

With  the  funds  of  the  committee  from  time  to" 
time;  • 
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"(c)  to  regulate  the  use  ot  water  among  the  various 
water  users’  associations  under  its  area  of 
operation;  - 

(d)  to  resolve  disputes,  if  any,  between  the  water 
users’  associations  in  its  area  of  operation; 

(e)  to  maintain  a register  of  water  users 
associations  in  its  area  of  operation;’ 

(f)  maintain  an  inventory  of  the  irrigation  system 
in  the  area  of  its  operation,  including  drains/ 

(g)  to  promote  economy  in  the  use  of  water 
allocated; 

(h)  "to  maintain  accounts; 

. ® to  cause  annual  audit; 

G)  to  maintain  other  records  as  may  be 
prescribed/  - 

(k)  to  monitor  the  flow  of  water  for  irrigation; 

(l)  to  conduct  general  body  meetings  as  may  be 
prescribed? 

(m)  to  abide  by  the  decisions  of  the  project 
committee; ' 

(n)  to  cause,  regular  water  budgeting  and  also  the 

. periodical,  social  audit  as  may  be  prescribed; 

(o)  to  assist  imhe'  conduct  of  elections  to  the 
managing  committee/  and 

(p)  to  encourage  avenue  plantations  in  its  area  of 
operation/ 

IS.  The  project  committee . shall  perform  the  »£ 

following  functions;  namely:-  ’ Pcojccrt  Comittec. 
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(a)  to  approve  an  operational  plan  based  on  rts^' ' 

. entitlement,  area,  soil;  cropping  pattern  as  /> 

prepared  by  the  competent  authority  in  respect 
of  the  entire  project  area  at  the  beginning  of 
each  irrigation  season,*  - 

■ (b)  to  approve  a plan  for  the  maintenance  of 
irrigation  system  including  the  major  drains  ‘ 
within  its  area  of  operation  at  the  end  of 'each 
crop  season  and  execute  the  maintenance 
works  with-  the  funds  of  the  committee  from 
time  to  time;  ; 

(c)  to  -maintain  a list  of  the  distributor/  committees 
and  water  users  association  in  .its  area  of 
operation; 

(d)  to  maintain  an  inventory  of  the  distributory  and 
drainage  systems  in  its  area  of  operation; 

• (e)  to  resolve  disputes  if  any,  between  the 

distributory  committees; 

(t)  to  promote  economy  in  the  use  of  watery 

(g)  to  maintain  accounts; 

(h)  to  cause  annual  audit  of  its  accounts. . 

(i)  to  maintain  other  records  as  may  be  • 
prescribed; 

(j)  to  conduct  general  body  meetings  as  rfiay  be 
prescribed; 

• (k)  to  cause  regular  water&udgeting  and  also  the 

periodical  social  audit  as  may  be  prescribed;  * 
and  ‘ 

(!)  to  encourage  avenue  plantations  in  its  area  of 

operation*- 
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20.  A.  farmers'  organisation  may,  for  carrying  out  ■ 
ihe  purposes  of  this  Act,  achieving  the  objects  of 
the  organisation  and  performing  its  functions,  levy 
and  collect  such  fees  as  may  be  prescribed  from 
time  to  time. 

21.  {1)  The  Government  may  by  notification 
appoint  such  officer  from  the  Irrigation  and 
Command  Area  Development  Department,  or 
any  other-  department!  or  Corporation  including 
Irrigation  .Development  Corporation,  as  they 
consider  necessary,  to  be  the  competent  authority 
to  every,  farmers’,  ojganisation. for  the  purpose  of 
this  Act. 

(2)  The  competent  authority  appointed  under  sub- 
section (1)  shall  be  responsible  to  tife  respective 
farmers’  organisations  in  the  implementation  and 
execution  .of  all  decisions  taken  - by  the  farmers’ 
organisation.  - 

CHAPTER -IV 
RESOURCES 

22.  The  funds' of  the  farmers’  organisation  shall 
compose  of  the  following,  namely:- 

(i)  grants  received  from' the  Goverhment.as  a share 
of  the  water  tax  collected  in  the  area 'of  operation 
of  the  farmers'  organisation; 

(ii)  -such  other  funds  as  may  be  granted,  by  the 
State  and  Central  Government  for  the  development 
of  the  area  of  operation; 

(iii)  resources  raised  from  any  financing  agency  for 
undertaking  any  economic  development  activities 
in  its  area  of  operation; 

J.  39i-* 


Power  to  levy  -and 
collect  fee.  ' 


Appointment  of 
competent  authority 
ana  hia  functions. 


Resources  of 
Farmers  * Organisa- 
tion. 
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Offences  ond 

Penalties; 


(jv)  income  from  the  properties  and  assets 
attached  to  the  irrigation  system  within  its  area 
of  operation; 

(v)  fees  collected  by  the  farmers'  organisation  for 
the  services  rendered  in  better  management  of 
the  irrigation  system;  and 
• (vi)  amounts  received  from  any  other  source. 

CHAPTER  - V 
Offences  and  Penalties.  . 

. 23.  Whoever  without  any  lawful  authority  does 

any  of  the  following  acts,  namely:-  . 

(a)  damages,  atteft,  enlarges,  or  obstructs  any 
irrigation  system; 

(b)  interferes  with,  increases,  or  diminishes  the 
water  supply  in.  Or  the  flow  of  water  from, 
through,  over  or  under  any  irrigation  system; 

(c)  being  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  irrigation  system  neglects  to  take  proper 
precautions  for  the  prevention  of  wastage 
of  the  water  - thereof  or  interferes  with  the 
authorised  distribution  of  water  there  from  or 
uses  water  in  an  unauthorised  manner,  or 
in  such  manner  as  to  cause  damage  to  the 
adjacent  landholdings; 

(d)  corrupts  or  fouls,  water  of  any  irrigation  system 
30  as  to  render  it  lass  fit  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  Is  ordinarily  used; 

(s)  obstructs  or  removes  any  level  marks  or  water 
gauge  or  any  othtfr  mark  pr  sign  fixed  by  the 
authority  of  a public  servant ; and 


67 


(0  'pens,  shuts,  or  obstructs  or  attempts  to 
i open,  shut  or  obstruct  any  siuice  or  outlet  or 
any  other  similar'  contrivance  in  any  irrigation 
system, 

shall, -on  conviction,  be  punished  with’ imprison- 
ment which  may  extend  to  two  years  or  with  fine 
which  may  extend  to  five  thousand  rupees  or  with 
both. 

24.  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  prevent  any  person 
from  being  prosecuted  and  punished  under  any 
Other  law  for  the  time  being  in  force  for  any  act 
or  omission  made  punishable  by  or  under  this  Act: 

Provided  that  no  person  shall  be  prosecuted  and 
punished  for  the  same  offence  more  than  once. 

25.  (1)  A farmers’  organisation  may  accept  from  . 
any  person -who  committed  or. in  'respect- of  whom 
a reasonable  belief  can  be  inferred  that  he  has 
committed  an  offence  punishable  under  this  Act 
or  the  rules-  made  thereunder,  a sum  of  money 
net  exceeding  rupees  one  thousand  by  way  of 
composition  for  such  offence. 

(2)  On  payment  of  such  sum  of  money,  the  said 
person,  if  in  custody,  shall  be  discharged  and  no 
further  .proceedings  shall  be  taken  against  him  in 
regard  to  the  offence,  so  compounded. 

CHAPTER  -VI 

Settlement  of  disputes  . 

26.  (1)  Any  dispute  or  difference  touching  the 
constitution,  managerrient,  powers  or  functions  of 
a farmers’  organisation  arising  between  members^ 
shall  be  determined  by  the  managing  committee 
of' the  farmers’  organisation. 

1 


Punishirent  under 
other  lavs  not 
barred. 
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'Appeals* 


(2)  Any  such  dispute  or  difference  arising  betweft 

a member  and  the  managing  committee  of  a , 
• water  users'  association- or  between  two  of  more, 
water . users’  associations  shall  be  determined 
by  the  managing  committee  of  the  distributor^ 
committee.  ' 

(3)  Any  such  dispute  or  difference  arising  between 
a member  arid  the  managing  committee  of  a 
distributary  committee  or  between  two.  or  more 
distributary  committees  shall  be  determined  by 
the  managing  committee  of  the  project  committee* 

' (4)  Any  such  dispute  or  difference  arising  between 
a member  and  . the  managing  committee  of  a> 
project  committee  or  between  two  or  more  project 
committees  shall  _be  determined  by.  the  apex 
' committee,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

(5)  Every  dispute  or  difference  under  this  section 
shall  be  disposed  of  within  fifteen  days  from’ the 
date  of  reference  of  the  dispute  or  difference. 

27.  (1)'  A party  to  a dispute  „ or  difference, 
aggrieved  by  any;  decision  made  or  order 
passed  by  the  managing,  committee  of  a water 
users’  association,  may  appeal  to  the  managing 
committee , of  the  distributary  committee,  whose 
decision  thereon  shall  be  final; 

* * 1 ' - ■ * ~ J 

(2)  Any  party  to  a cfispute  or  difference. aggrieved' 
by  any  decision  made  or  order  passed  by  the 
managing  committee  of  a distributary  committee  . 
may  appeal  to  a project  Committee,  whose 
dedsion  thereon  shali  be  final,  ‘ * • ‘ - 
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(3/  Any  party  to  a dispute  or  difference  aggrieved 
' by  any  decision  .made  or  order  passed  by  the 
managing  committee  of  a project  committee  may 
appeal  to  the  apex  committee,  whose  decision  . 
thereon  shall  be  final. 

(4)  Any  appeal  under  sub-section  (1)  or  sub- 
section (2)  or  sub-section  (3)  shall  be  preferred 
within  15  days  of  communication  of  the  decision 
or  the  order  to  the  person  aggrieved. 

(5)  Every  appeal  Cinder  this  section  shall  be 
disposed  of  within  -15  days  from  the  date  of  filing 
of  the  appeal. 

CHAPTER  — VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

28.  (1)  Every  farmers’  organisation  shall  keep  Records, 
at  its  Office  the  following  accounts,  records  and' 
■documents,  namely:  - 

■ (a)  an  up  -to-,  date  copy  of  this  Act; 

(b)  a map  of  the  area'  of  operation  of  the 
farmers’  organisation  along  with  map  of  the 
structures  and  distributory  networks  prepared 
In  consultation  with  the  irrigation  department; 

(c)  a statement  of  the  assets  and  liabilities; 

(d)  minutes  book; 

(e)  books  of  account  showring  receipt  and 
payments^ 

(f)  books  of  account  of  all  purchases  and  sales 
of  goods  by  the  farmers’  organisation; 
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Audit. 


Recovery  of  dues. 


Writings.  . 


ReslgnaCioa . 


(g)  register  of  measurement  books,  ievei  field 
books,  work  orders  and  the  like; 

(h)  copies  of  audit  reports  and  enquiry  reports! 

(i)  all  such  other  accounts,  recOrcs  and 
j documents  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time 

to  time. 

(2)  The  books  of  accounts  and  other  records  shall 
be  open  for  .information  .to  the  members  of  the 
farmers'  organisation. 

29.  Every  farmers’  organisation  shall  get  its 
accounts  audited  in  tbe  manner  prescribed. 

30.  All  the  amounts  payable  or  due  to  a farmer's’ 
organisation  shall  be  recovered  as  arrears  of  land 
revenue. 

31. . The  meetings  of  the  termers'  organisation, 
and  the  managing  committees  thereof,  at  such 
intervals,  the  procedure,  the  presidency  and  the 
Quorum  thereof  and  the  cessation  of  membership 
thereof  shail  .be,  as  may  be  prescribed. 

32.  , (t)  A member  of  managing  committee  of  a 
fanners’  organisation  may  resign  his  office  by  a 
letter  sent  by  registered  post  or  tendered  in  person 
to  the  chairman  or  president  of  the  managing 
committee  concerned. 

(2)  The. president  of  the  managing  committee  of  a 
water  users'  association  may  resign  his  office  by  a 
tetter  sent  by  registered  post  or  tendered  in  person 
to  the  president  of  the  distributary  committiee 
concerned. 
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i (3)  The  president  of  the  managing  committee  of 
a distributary  committee  may  resign  his  office  by 
a letter  sent  by  registered  post  or  tendered  in 
person  to  the  chairman  of  the  project  committee 
concerned. 

(4)  The'  chairman  of  the  managing  committee  of 
a project  committee  may  resign  his  office  by  a 
letter  sent  by  registred  post  or  tendered  in  person 
to  the  chairman  of  the  apex  committee. 

(5)  Such  resignation  as  above  mentioned  shall 
take  effect  from  the  date  of  its  acceptance- or  on 
the  expiry  of  30  days  from  the  date  o?  its  receipt 
which  ever  is  earlier. 

*■  . 33.  (1)  The  Government  may  by  notification  r.ppointmmt  of  a 

appoint  a Commissioner  to  exercise  general  conmi:i=1-0,,et- 
control  and  superintendence  over  the  competent 
authorities  and  the  District  Collectors  in  perfor- 
mance of  their  functions  under  this  Act -or' the. 
rules  made  thereunder- 

(2)  The  powers  to  be  exercised  arid  the  functions 
to  be  performed  by  the  Commissioner  shall  be 
such  as  may  be  prescribed. 

34.  The  Government  may  by  notification  ’appoint  Transitional 

an  officer  or  officers  to  exercise  the  powers  and  atHn9|!*#t*« 

perform  the  functions  of  a farmers’  organisation  / 

and  the  managing  committee  thereof  till  such 

time  such  farmers’  organisation  is  duly  constituted 

or  reconstituted  and  such  managing  committee 

assumes  office  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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- 35. . All  permissiohs.ordere.decisions,  notices 
^S%fnth?Ca'  ‘ °^er  documents  of  the  farmers’  organisation 
Parmer,- orsania«-  shall  be  airthenticated,  by the . signature  of- the 
chairman  or  president  of  .the  farmers'  organisation 
•or  any  other. member  of  ihe  managing,  con^mittee, 
authorised  by  the  managing  commitee  in  this 
.behalf.  • 


tion. 


Act*  not  to  be 
Invalidated  by 
Informality  oc 
vacancy  etc. 


Deposit  arid.  . 

itta «"  of 
the  -fmida.  ' 


36.  No'  act  or  proceedings  of  the  managing  , 
committee  of'  a farmers’  organisation  • shall  be 
invalid  by  reason  only  of  the-  existence  of  any 
vacancy  in,"  or  defect  tathp  constitution  of,  the 
said  committee". . 

* , w '■  0 ; I , 

37.  . (1)  Tlhe  farmers!- organisation  shall  keep  tneir 
tfunds  in  a Nationalised  Bank  or  .a  Co-operative 
Bank'  namely  a Primary  Agricultural  Cooperative 
Society  or  the  District  Cooperative  Central  .Bank 
or  the  Andhra  Pradesh  State  Co-operative  Central 
Bank- 


(2)  The  funds  shall  bei:iapplied  towards  meeting.’ of 
. ‘ the  expenses  Incurred  by  the  managing  committee 

of. the  concerned  farmers1  organisation  in  the 
' administration  of  this  Act  and  for  ho  other  purpose. 

sinking  jhmd  - 38.  {t-)  The  managing  committee of  the’ farmers' 

. .organisation,  shall  maintain  a sinking  fund  for  the 
repayment  of  moneys  borrowed  and  shall  pay 
every  year  Into  .the  sinking  fund  such'  sum  as  1 
may  be  sufficient  for  repayment  within  the  perjod 
fixed  of  all  moneys  so  borrowed. 

(2)  The  staking  fund  or  apy  part,  thereof  shall  be 
applied  in  or  towards,  the  discharge  of  the  loan 
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- for  wnfch  such  fund  was  created,  and  until  such 
loan  is  wholly  discharged,  it  shall  not  be  applied 

* -for  any  other  purpose. 

39.  The  managing  committee  of  a farmers’ 
organisation  shall  prepare  in  such  form  in 
every  financial  year  a budget  in  respect  of  the 
financial  year  next,  showing  the  estimated  receipts 
and  expenditure  of  the  committee  and  shall 
place  before  the  general  body  of  the  farmers' 
organisation  for  its  approval  as  may  be  prescribed. 

40.  No  suit,  prosecution  or  other  legal 
proceedings  shall  be  instituted  against  any  person 
for  anything  which  is,  Jn  good  faith,  done  or 
intended  to  be  done  under  this  Act  or  under  the 

“ rules,  made  thereunder. 

41.  (1)  If  any  difficulty  arises  in  giving  effect 
to  the  provisions-  of  this  Act  or  as  to  the 
first  constitution  or  reconstitution  of  any  fawners' 
organisation  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
the  Government,  as  the  occasion  may  -require, 
by  order  published  in  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Gazette,  do  anything  which  appears  to  them 
necessary  for  removing  the  difficulty. 

(2)  All  orders  made  under  sub-section  (1)  shall  as 
soon  as  may  be,  after  they  are  made,  be  placed 
on  the  table  of  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  state 
and  shall  be  subject  to  such  modifications  by 
way  of  amendments  or  repeal  as  the  Legislative 
Assembly  may  make  either  in  the  same  session 
or  in  the  next  session. 


Budget. 


Protection  of- act®, 
done  in  good  faith 


* 

. power  to  reoove 

difficulties. 


42. -  (1)  Nothing  contained  in  this  Kct  shall 
affect  ■ the  rights  or  properties  ' vested  tn  a 
Gragt  Panchayat,  MandaJ  Parishad,  ZiUa  Parishad, 
Municipality  or  Municipal  Corporation  under  any 
law  for  the  time  being  in  force-* 

(2)  Nothing  contained'  in  this  Act  shall  apply  to 
the  minor  water  bodies  in  the  Scheduled  Areas  in 
the. State  of  Andhra  Pradesh. 

43.  (1)  The  State  Government  may,  by 
notification  in  the  Official  Gazette,  make  rules  to : 
•carryout  the  purposes  of  this  Act 

(2)  Every  rule  made  under  this  Act  shall 
immediately  after  it  is  made, - be  laid  before  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State,'  if  it  is  in 
session  and  if  it  is  not  in  session,  in  the  session 
immediately  following  for  a total  period  of  fourteen 
days  .which  may  be  comprised  ir.  one  session 
or  in  two  successive  sessions,  f -id  if,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  session  in  which  it  is  so  laid  or 
the -session  immediately  fallowing,  the  Legislative 
Assembly  agrees  in  making  any  mo'- -fication  in 
the  rule  or  in  the  annulment  of  the  rule,  the  rule 
shall,  '.'om  the  date  on  which  the  modification  or 
jannuln  ?nt-  is  notified,  have  effect  only  in  such 
‘mcdifieo  form  or  shall  stand  annullea  as  the  case 
may  bejso  however,  that  any  such  modification  or 
annuWent  shall  be  without  prejudice  to  the  validity 
of  anything  previously  done  under  that  rule. 

G.  BHAVANI  PRASAD, 
Secretary  to  Government, 

. Legislative  Affairs  & Justice, 
Law  Department. 


ANDHRA  PRADESH  ACTS,  ORDINANCES  AND 
REGULATIONS  Etc. 

The  following  Act  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Legislative  Assembly  received  fch.e  assent 
of  the  Governor  on  the  lot  January,  1999 
and  the  said  assent  is  hereby  first 
published  on  the  2nd  January,  1999  in  the 
Aodfvra  ' Pradesh  Gazette  for  general 
information: - 

flCT  Ko.  1 OP  19  9 £ 

AH  SC?  TO  AflEHU  THE  ANDHHA_  PRADESH 

P&S'TERS  ’ ffiAHaGEHEKT  OP ' IRftlGSTIOH 

SYSTEMS  ACT,  1997= 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  -Andhra  Pradesh 
in  the  Forty-ninth  Year1  of  Republic  of 
India,  as  follows:-, 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the 
Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers’  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Act, 

1999- 


Short 

title 

and 

’ 'C023D2HCS*- 

cent. 


Received  the  assent  of  llie  Governoi  on  ihc  1-1-1999.  For  statement  of  object  and 
reasons  please  see  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette,  Part  IV-A,  Extraordinary,  dt,  24-11-1998 
at  pages  6-7. 
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(2)  It  shall  be  deemed  to  have  come 
into  force  with  effect  from  11th  September, 
1998. 


£•  -.-"ctr-n'c  of 

secfcicss  3 

act  13.  of 
1997 


2.  In  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers1 
Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  Act, 
1997  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
principal  Act)  r in  section  3,  in  sub- 
section (4),  after  the  proviso  to  clause 
(i)  the  following  shall  be  added,  namelyr- 


Provided  farther  that  any  person  who 
is  in  lawful  possession  and.  enjoyment  of 
the  land  under  a water  source,  on  proof 
of  such  possession  and  such  enjoyment  in 
a ' crop  year,  may  claim  membership 
notwithstanding  whether  he  is  a recorded 
lend  holder  or  net,  in  which  case  the 
Water  Osers  Association  shall  not  refuse 
the  membership  of  such  person  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Act,  and  such  person 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  the  water  charges 
and  the  fees  as  may  be  prescribed  as  if 
he  is  a land  holder  under  a water 
source. 


sr"-y~nr-ot  c£  3.  In  section  4 of  the  principal  Act, 
section  4.  in  sub-section  (5),  for  the  words  "for  a 
period  of  three  years",  the  words"  for  a 
period  of  five  years" , shall  be  substituted. 


hrecdbint  of  4.  In  section  5 of  the  principal  Act, 
EHCtioGi  5-  in  sub-section  (1),  for  the  words 
“comprising  of  one  or  more  water  users 
associations",  the  words  "comprising  of 
two  or  more  water  users  associations," 
shall  be  substituted. 
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,■5.  In  section  14  of  the  principal  Krr-rS-rrvtt  ot 
Act,  after  sub-section  [4).  the  following  racticn  I.4- 
new  sub-section  shall  be  inserted, 
namely :- 

” C 4— A ) A member  of  the  Rater  Users 
Association  shall  cease  to  he  a Keiaber 
or  a Chairman  or  a President  or  a 
Member  of  a Managing  Committee  shall 
become  disqualified  to  continue,  in 
office,  if  he  ceases  to  be  a land  holder.  = . 

6.  In  section  23  of  the  principal  ilssjiaaEt  of 
Act,  after  clause-  if),  the  following  .oectiOT  23. 
clause  shall  be  inserted,  Esnelyr- 

" ( g ) violates  the  Warahandi  or  the 
water  distribution.  and  regulation 
Schedule  made  by  the  Hater  Users 
Association  or  the  Distrilratory 
Committee  or  the  Project  Cdraaittee.”. 

7.  After  section  41  of  the  . principal  Acaendsent  of 
Act,  the  following  new  sections  shall  be  section  41. 
inserted,  namely 

41 -A  [1)  Notwithstanding 

anything  contained  in 

this  Act  it  shall  be 

competent  for  the  Govern- 
ment or.  as  the  case  may  be,  the  Commissio- 
ner either  on  its  own  accord  or  an 

application  made  issue  ouch  directions, 
as  they  may  consider  necessary,  to  any 
Farmers ' Organisation  for  the  proper 
working  of  the  said  Organisation  and 

such  Farmers*  Organisation  shall  imple- 
ment those  directions  - for  effective 
functioning  of  the  said  Organisation.  , 


"Power  to  give 

direction, 

etc. 
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(2)  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment ori  z.3  the  case  may  be,  the 
Commissioner,  the  President  or  the 
Members  of  the  Managing  Committee  of  a 
Farmers ' Organisation , — 

(i)  wilfully  omitted  or  refused  to 
carry  out  the  directions  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Commissioner  for  the  proper 
forking  of  the  Organisation;  or 

Cii)  abused  his  position  or  the 
power  vested  in  him;  or 

(iii)  is  guilty  of  misconduct  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties;  or 

(iv)  persistently  defaulted  in  the 
performance  of  his  functions  and  duties 
entrusted  to  him  under  the  Act  to  the 
detriment  of  the  functioning  of  the 
concerned  organisation  or  has  become 
incapable  of  such  performance;  or 

(v)  violated  any  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  or  the  rules,  made  thereunder; 
or 


(vi)  incurred  any  of  the  disqualifica- 
tions under  the  provisions  of  Act,  the 
Government  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
Commissioner  may  proceed  either  suo-motu 
or  on  a representation  or  application, 
and  may  remove  such  member'  or  the 
President  after  giving  him  reasonable 
opportunity  of  making  a representation 
against  such  action. 
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41-B.  The  ' Government 
or  the  Commissioner  may 
either  on  its  own 
accord  or  an  applica- 
tion made  call  for  and  examine  the 
records  of  any  Committee  of.  a Farmers ' 

Organisation  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the 
■ records  of  the  Apex  Committee,  in  respect 
of  any  decision,  order  or  other 
proceedings  made  under  this  Act  to 
satisfy  themselves  or  himself  as  to  the 
correctness,  legality  or  propriety  of 
any  such  decision  or  order  of  as  to  the 
regularity  of  such  proceedings  and  if  in 
any  case  it  appears  to  the  Government  or 
to  the  Commissioner  that  such  decision, 
order  or  proceedings  should  be  modified, 
annulled,  reversed  or  remitted  for 
reconsideration,  they  or  he  may  pass 
orders  accordingly.: 

Provided  that  the  Government  or  the 
Commissioner  shall  not  pass  any  order 
prejudicial  to  any  party  unless  he  has 
bean  given  an  .opportunity  of  mahing  a 
representation. ■ 

8.  The  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers 1 Manage-  Repeal  of  the 
ment  of  Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Ordinance  7 of 
Ordinance,  1998  is  hereby  repealed. - 1998 


G„  BH&.VZIKI  PRASAD, 
Secretary  to  Government, 
Legislative  Affairs  & Justice, 
Law  Depar tment . 
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STATEMENT  OF  OBJECTS  AND  SEASONS 

In  order  to  overcome  certain  practical  difficulties  in 
implementation  of  the  provisions  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Farmers  Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  Act,  1997,  Govern- 
ment have  decided  to  amend  the  said  Act  suitably. 

Tne  salient  features  of  the  Bill  are  as  follows :- 

II!  Any  person  who  is  in  lawful  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  land  can  claim  membership  and  shall-  pay  the 
water  charges  and  the  fees  as  nay  be  prescribed, 

[ 2 ) The  Files  ident  and  the  members  of  the  Managing 
Committee  shall  hold  office  for  a period  of  S years  from  the 
date  of  the  first  meeting  instead  of  3 years. 

[ 3 ) The  Government  is  cspowerd  to  delineate  every 
command  area  of  the  irrigation  system  comprising  of  two  or 
more  -water  users  organisations  and  declare  it  to  be  a 
distributory  srea, 

{ <1 ) A member  of  the  water  users  association  shall 
cease  to  be  a Member. or  a chairman  or  a President  or  a 
Member  of  the  Managing  Committee  as  the  cdsc . may  be  and 
shall  become  disqualified  to  continue  in  office,  if  he 
ceases  to  be  a land  holder. 

(5)  If  any  person  violates  the  Karabondi  or  the  Water 
distribution  and  regulation  .schedule  made  by  the  water  users 
association  or  the  Distributory  Ccrrnittee  or  the  Project 

' Committee  as  in  the  case  my  be,  ' it  shall  be  an  offence 
under  the  provisions,  of  this  Act. 

(6)  The  Government  or  as  the  cr.se  may  be  co-mussioter 
is  e;r. powered  t6  give  directions  to  any  farmers  organisation 
for  the  proper  wording  of  the  organisation  and  such  farmers 
organisation  shall  implement  those  directions  and  if  the 
member  of  the  organisation  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  wilfully  omits  or  refuses  to  carry  out  the 
directions,  abuses  his  position,  guilty  of  mis-conduci  and 


violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  or  the  Rules,  they 
are  empowered  to  remove  such  members  or  the  President,  after 
giving  reasonsable  opportunity, 

(7 ) The  Government  or  the  Commissioner  may  exercise 
revisional  powers  and  pass  orders  after  giving  an 
opportunity  of  making  a representation. 

As  the*  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  was  not  then 
in  Session  and  as  it  has  been  decided  to  give  effect  to  the 
above  decision  immediately,  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmer  s’ 
Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1998 
(A.P,  Ordinance  No.  7 of  199B)  has  been  promulgated  by  the 
Governor  on  the  10th  September,  1998. 

The  Bill  seeks  to  replace  the  said  Ordinance. 


TUMMALA  MAGESiiARA  RAO, 
Minister  for  Major  a Meaium 
Irrigation, 
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ANDHRA  PRADESH  ACTS,  ORDINANCES  AND 
REGULATIONS  Etc. 

The  following  Act  of  the-  Andhra 
Pradesh  Legislative  Assembly  received 
the  assent  of  the  Governor  on  the  23rd 
April,  2003  and  the  said  assent  is 
hereby  first  published  on  the  24th  April, 

2003  in  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette  for 
general  information. 

ACT  -No.:  7 OF  2003. 

AN  ACT  FURTHER  TO  AMEND  THE  ANDHRA 
PRADESH  FARMERS  MANAGEMENT  OF  IRRI- 
GATION SYSTEMS  ACT,  1997. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Andhra  Pradesh 
in  the  Fifty-fourth  Year  of  the  Republic 
of  India  as  follows:- 
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Short  title 
and 

Commencement 


Amendment 
of  Section  2, 
Act  11  of 
1997. 


1. (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the 
Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Act, 
2003.. 

(2)  It  shall  be  deemed  to  have  come 
into  force  with  effect  from  25th  Septem- 
ber, 2002. 

2.  In  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers 
Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  Act, 
1997  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
principal1  Act),  in  section  2,  in  sub- 
section ( 1 )t— 

(1)  after  clause  (b),  the  following 
clauses  shall  be  inserted,  namely:- 

"(bb)  'Chief  Engineer'  means  the 
Chief  Engineer  of  Irrigation  and  Command 
Area  Development  Department,  who  is 
incharge  of  concerned  Farmers  Organisa- 
tions; 

(bbb)  'Commissioner1  means  an  of ficer 
appointed  by  the  Government  as  Commis- 
sioner under  section  33;"; 

(2)  for  clause  (d),  the  following 
clauses  shall  be  substituted;  namely 

"(d)  'Competent  authority  (Agricul- 
ture)' means  an  officer  of  the  Agricul- 
ture Department  appointed  as  such  under 
section  21; 

(dd)  'Competent  authority  (Engineer- 
ing).-' means  an  officer  of  an  Engineering 
Department  appointed  as  such  under 
section  21;"; 

(3)  in  clause  (p),  under  the  heading 
Explanation,-- 
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(a)  to  item  Cl),  the  following  shall 
be  added/  namely 

"Such  system  may  have  three  tiered 
farmers  organisation,  namely 

(i)  Water  Users  Association  at 

primary  level; 

(ii)  Distributory  Committee  at 

Secondary  level;  and 

(iii)  Project  Committee  at  Project 
level."; 

(b)  to  item  (2),  the  following  shall 
be  added,  namely 

"Such  system  may  have  two  tiered 
farmers  organisation,  namely 

. (i)  Water  Users  Association  at' 

primary  level;  and 

(ii)  Project  Committee  at  Project 
level . " ; 

(c)  to  item  (3),  the  following  shall 
be  added,  namely 

"Such  system  may  have  single  tiered 
farmers  organisation,  namely:- 

Water  Users  Association."; 

(4)  after  clause  (u) , the  following 
clause  shall  be  inserted,  namelyt- 

"(uu)  ' 'Superintending  Engineer' 
means  the  Superintending  Engineer  of 
Irrigation  and  Command  Area  Development 
Department  incharge  of  concerned  Farmers 
Organisations . " ; 
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Amendmeo t o f 

Section  3- 


Substitution 
of  Section  4 . 


■Election  of 
President , 
Vice- 
President 
and  Members 
of  the. 
Managing 
Committee 
of  Water 
Osers 

Association 


3.  In  Section  3 of  the  orincipal  Act, 
for  sub-section  (2),  the  following  shall 
be  substituted,  namely: - 

"(2)  Every  Water  Users  Area  shall  be 
divided  into  Territorial  Constituencies 
which  shall  be  six  in  Minor  Irrigation 
systems  and  twelve  in  Major  and  Medium 
Irrigation  Systems.". 

4.  For  Section  4 of  the  principal  Act , 
the  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely 

Cl)  There  . shall  be  a Managing 
Committee  for  each  Water  Users  Associa- 
tion comprising  members  of  the  Territorial 
Constituencies  as  specified  in  sub-sec- 
tion (2)  of  Section  3 elected  directly 
by  the  Water  Users  as  specified  in 
clause  Ci)  of  sub-section  (4)  of  section  3 
of  the  Act  from  their  respective  Terri- 
torial Constituencies. 


C2)  The  Managing -Committee  for  Water 
users  Association  shall  be  a continuous 
body,  with  one  third  of  its  members 
thereof  retiring  every  two  years  as  spe- 
cified in  sub-section  (3). 

(3)  The  term  of  office  of  the  members 
of  the  Territorial  Constituencies  shall, 
if  not  recalled  or  removed  or  disqualified 
unddr  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  shall 
be  six  years  from  the  date  of  first 
meeting  of  the  Managing  Coinmittee 
appointed  by  the  Commissioner: 

Provided  that  at  the  first  election, 
all  the  Territorial  constituency  members 


frtp~q 
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shall  be  elected  at  one  time , out  of 
which  one  third  of  the  members  thereof 
shall  retire  as  soor.  as  may  be  on  the 
completion  of  two  years,  another,  one 
third  members  shall  retire  after  comple- 
tion of  four  years  and  the  remaining  one 
third  shall  retire  after  completion  of 
six  years  in  office  and  their  terms  of 
retirement  shall  be  decided  by  drawal  of 
lots . 

H)  The  term  of  office  of  all  the 
V-rricarial  Constituency  members  elected 
subsequent  ■ to  the  first  election 
against  the  vacancies  of  retirement,  as 
specified  in  sub-section  [3)  shall  be  of 
six  years,  if  not  recalled  or  removed  or 
disqualified  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Act. 

(5)  The  District  Collector  shall 
( >H:se  arrangements  for  the  election  of  a 
managing  committee  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  of  the  Territorial 
constituencies  of  a Water  Users  area ■ by 
a simplified  election  procedure  in  the 
manner  prescribed; 

Provided  that  for  the  reasons  to  be 
recorded  in  writing  the  Government  may, 
from  time  to  time,  postpone  the  elections . 

(6)  The  District  Collector  shall  also 
cause  arrangements  for  the  election  of  a 
President  and  a Vice-President  of  the 
managing  committee  from  among  the 
members  of  the  managing  ; committee  of  the 
water  users  association  in  the  manner 
prescribed: 

Provided  that  for  the  reasons  to  be 
recorded  in  writing,  the  Government  may, 
from  time  to  time,  postpone  the  elections. 
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AmimdjBcni 
of  Sectiou  5. 


fio»zada:enL  of 
Section  6 - 


(7)  If  at  an  election  held  under  sub- 
sections t 5)  and  (6),  the  President  or 
the  Vice-Pres ident  or  the  members  of  the 
Territorial  Constituencies  of  water 
users  association  are  not  elected,  fresh 
elections  shall  be  held  in  the  manner 
prescribed . 

(8)  The  President  and  the  Vice- 
president  of  the  managing  committee  of 
water  users  association  shall,  if  not 
recalled  or  removed  or.  disqualified  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  be  in  office 
for  a period  of  two  years  from  the  date 
of  election  or  his  tenure  as  member  of 
Territorial  Constituency,  whichever  is 
earlier , 

(9)  The  term  of  office  of  the 
President,  the  Vice-President  and  the 
members  of  managing  committee  of  all  the 
water  ustrs  associations  formed, 
subsequent  to  ordinary  deletion,  shall 
also  expire  at  the  time  at  which  it 
would  have  expired,  if  he  had  been 
elected  at  the  ordinary  election,  be 
reckoned  from  the  date  as  appointed  by 
the  Ccrrmissioner , as  specified  in  sub- 
section ( 3)  . 

0/0 ) The  managing  committee  shall 
exercise  the  powers  and  perform  the 
functions  of  the  water  users 
association . 

5.  In  section  5 of  the  principal  Act, 
in  sub-section  (1),  for  the  words 
"comprising  of  two  or  more1',  the  words 
"comprising  of  five  or  raor-e"  shall  be 
substituted . 

6.  In  section  6 of  the  principal  Act , 


(1)  for  sub-section  (1),  the  follow- 
ing shall  be  substituted,  namely:-- 

(1)  "There  shall  be  a managing 
committee  for  every  Distributory 
Committee  consisting  of  all  the  members 
of  the  General  Body"; 

(2)  for  sub-section  (2),  the 
following  shall  be  substituted,  namely 

"(2)  The  District  Collector  shall 
cause  arrangements  for  the  election  of 
the  President  and  the  Vice-President 
from  among  the  members  of  the  Managing 
committee  of  the  Distributory  Committee, 
in  the  manner  prescribed: 

Provided  that  for  the  reasons  to  be 
recorded  in  writing,  the  Government  may 


postpone 
time . 

the 

elections 

from 

time 

to 

(3) 

In 

sub-section 

(3), 

for 

the 

words  "the  President  and  the  members  cf 
the  Managing  Committee" , the  words  "the 
'resident  or  the  Vice-President"  shall 
e substituted. 

(4)  for  sub-section  (4),  the 
following  shall  be  substituted  namely: -- 

"(4)  The  term  of  office  of  the 
President,  the  Vice-President  and  the 
members  of  the  Managing  Committee  of  the 
Distributory  Committee  shall,  -if  not 
recalled  or  removed  or  disqualified 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  earlier, 
be  coterminus>  with  the  term  of  the 
general  body"  specified  in  sub- section 
C 3 ) of  section  5,"j 

(5)  In  the  marginal  heading,  after 
the  word  "President",  the  words  "Vice- 
President"  shall  be  inserted. 
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Amendment  of  7 . In  section  7 of  the  principal 
Section  7.  for  sub-section  (3),  the  following  stall 
be  substituted;  namely: — 

"(3)  In  Major  Irrigation  Systems, 
all  the  Presidents  of  the  Distributor!/ 
Committees  in  the  Project  Area,  so  long 
as  they  hold  such  Office,  shall  consti- 
tute the  general  body  of  the  Project 
Committee : 

Provided  that  such  Project  Committee 
shall  have  a minimum  strength  of  five 
members . 

(4)  In  the  Medium  Irrigation  Systems , 
all  the  Presidents  of  the  Water  Users 
Association  in  the  project  area,  so  long 
as  they  hold  such  office,  shell 
constitute  the  general  body  of  the 
project  committee: 

Provided  that  such  project  committee 
shall  have  a minimum  strength  of  five 
members..", 

unendmenc  of  a . In  Section  8 of  the  principal  Act, — 
Section.  8- 

(1)  for  sub-section  (1),  the 
following  shall  be  substituted , namely:-- 

(1)  "There  shall  be  a managing 
committee  for  every  Project  Committee 
consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the 
general  body."; 

(2)  for  sub-section  (2),  the  follow- 
ing shall  be  substituted,  namely: — 

"(2)  The  District  Collector  shall 
cause  arrangements,  for  the  election  of 
the  chairman  and  the  Vice-Chairman  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Managing 
Committee  of  ..he  Project  Committee,  in 
the  manner  prescribed: 
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provided  that  for  the  reasons  to  be 
recorded  in  writing,,  the  Government,  may 
postpone  the  election  from  time  to 
time . " * 

(3)  in  sub-section  (3),  for  the  words 
"Charinan  and  the  members  of  the 
Managing  Committee",  the  words  "Chairman 
and  Vice-Chariman"  shall  be  substituted; 

(4)  for  sub-section  (4),  the 
following  shall  be  substituted,  namely:  — 

" (4  ) The  term  of  the  office  of  the 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  the  members 
of  the  Managing  Committee  of  Project 
Committee  , shall  if  not  recalled  or 
removed  or  disqualified  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  earlier,  be 
coterminus  with  the  term  of  general 
body  specified  in  sub— section  (3)  and  " 
sub-section  (4)  of  section  7-M; 

(5)  in  the  marginal  heading,  after 
the  word  "Chariman",  the.  words  "Vice- 
Chairman"  shall  be  inserted. 

9.  In  section  10  of  the  principal  Amendment:  of 
Ret, Section  10.. 

(1)  in  sub-section  (1),  for  the 

words  "a  Chairman  or  President"  , the 
words  "a  Chairman  or  vice-chairman  or 
president  or  Vice-President”  shall  be 
substituted,  and  for  the  words  "as  may 

be  prescribed",  the  words  "as  may  be 

prescribed  to  the  competent  authority 
{ Engineering ) of  the  respective  Farmers 
Organisation,"  shall  be  substituted; 

(2)  in  sub-section  [2),  for  the 

words  "the  District  Collector  or  the 
Government  as  the  rare  may  be"  the 
words  "the  competent  a uthority  {Engineer- 
ing)" shall  be  substituted. 


Ame admen C of 
Section  11. 

Amendment  of 
Section  13- 


Amcndmcnt  of 
Section  14. 
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10-  In  Section  11  of  the  principal 
Act,  for  the  words  "may”,  the  word 
"shall"  shall  be  substituted. 

11.  In  Section  13  of  the  principal 
Act,  for  the  words  "the  Government",  the 
words,  "the  Government  or  the  District 
Collector"  shall  be  substituted: 


12.  In  section  14  of  the  principal 
Act, -- 

{1)  for  the  words  "a  Chairman  or 
President"  wherever  they  occur,  the 

words  "a  Chairman  or  Vice-Cha irman  cr 
President  or  Vice-President"  shall  be 
subs  ti tuted . 

(2)  after  sub-section  (1),  the 

following  shall  be  inserted,  namely:-- 


“(1  A)  No  Member  of  Legislative 
Assembly  or  Member  of  Parliament  or 
office  bearer  of  any  body  constituted 
under  a law  made  by  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  State  or  of  parliament 
shall  be  qualified  for  being  chosen  as  or 
for  being  a Chariman  or  Vice-Chairman  or 
President  or  Vice-President  or  member 
of  the  Managing  Committee . 


(3)  in  sub- sect ion  (4),  — 

(a)  in  item  (b)  , in  the  proviso, 
the  words  "and  he  shall  cease  to  hold 
the  office  forthwith”  shall  be  omitted. 

lb)  after  clause  (b),  the  following 
shall  be  added,  namely:-- 
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" (c)  A person  shall  be  disqualified 
for  being  chosen  as  or  for  being  a 
Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  or  President 
or  Vice-President  or  Member  of  Mana'ging 
Committee,  if  he  is  disqualified  by  or 
under  any  law  for  the  time  being  in 
force  for  the  purpose  of  elections  to 
the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State: 

Provided  that  no  person  shall  be 
disqualified  on  the  ground  that  he  is 
less  than  twenty  five  years  of  age,  if 
he  has  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years. 

(d)  A person  shall  be  disqualified 
for  a period  of  six  years  from  the  date 
of  removal  for  being  chosen  as  a 
Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  or  President 
or  Vice-President  or.  Member  of  the 
Managing  Committee , if  he  is  removed 
from  any  post  in  the  farmers  organization, 
by  the  Government  or  Commissioner  or  any 
designated  officer -as  prescribed."^ 

(4)  in  sub-section  (4  A),  the  words 
"shall  become  disqualified  to  continue 
in  office"  shall  be  omitted: 

(S)  after  sub-section  (5),  the 
following  shall  be  added,  namely:  — . 

" ( 6 ) Any  member  who  is  disqualified 
under  this  section  shall  also  be 
disqualified  to  hold  any  office  in  all 
the  tiers  of  farmers  organization,". 

13.  For  section  15,  of  the  principal 
Act,  the  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely : - - 


Substitution 
of  Section  15. 
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! Amendment  of 
Section  16, 


Amendment  a£ 
Section  17. 


15.(1)  A vacancy  arising 
in  a farmers  organization 
either  due  to  disqualifies- 
tion  under  section  14  or 
death  or  resignation  or  by  any  reason 
-shall  be  filled  in  the  manner  prescribed. 

( 2)  The  term  of  office  of  a Member 
or  President'  or  Vice-President  or 
Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  oE  the  fanners 
organization,  so  filled  up  under  sub- 
section (1),  shall  expire  at  the  time  at 
which  it  would  have  expired,  if  he  had 
been  elected  at  the  ordinary  election. 

(3)  The  Commissioner  may  issue  notifi- 
cation for  filling  up  . the  casual 
vacancies  in  all  the  farmers  organi- 
zations every  six  months,  in  the  manner 
prescribed*. 

Provided  that  no  casual  vacancy  ari- 
sing within  the  last  six  months  period 
of  the  tenure  of  the  post  in  farmers 
organizations,  shall  be  filled  in  by- 
elections* 

14.  In  Section  16  of  the  principal 
Act,  after  the  words  "utilisation  of 
water",  the  words  "to  encourage 
modernization  of  agriculture"  shall  be 
inserted. 

15.  In  Section  17  of  the  ;principal 
Act, — 


"Pilling 
up  of 
Vacan- 
cies^  


'■  (a)  after  clause  (r),  the  word 
"and”  shall  be  omitted; 

(b)  after  clause  (s),  the 
following  shall  be  added,  namely: — 

"(t)  to  encourage  modernization  of 
agriculture  in  its  area  of  operation.;  and 
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(u)  to  maintain  the  feeder  channels 
of  minor  irrigation  tanks  by  the  respec- 
tive water  users  association  in  the 
manner  prescribed#". 

16.  In  section'  IS  of  the  principal  Amendment  of 

Act. Section  18. 

(a)  after  clause  (o),  the  word 
"and"  shall  be  omitted. 

(b)  after' clause  (p) , the  following 
shall  be  added,  namely: — 

- "(q)  to  encourage  modernization  of 
agriculture  in  its  area  of  operation.". 

17.  In  sectionl  19  of  the  principal!  Amendment  of 

Section  19. 


(a)  after  clause  (k), 
"and"  shall  be  omitted! 


the  word 


(b)  after  clause  (1),  the  following 
shall  be  added,  namely 

"(m)  to  encouragei  modernization  of 
agriculture  in  its  area  of  operation.". 

18.  For  section!  21  of  the  principal  ;Substituti011 
Act.  the  following  shall  be  substituted  Section. 21 
namely : — 

■ 21(1)  The  Government  may 
Iby  notification  appoint  such 
officer  from  the  Irrigation 
[and  Command  Area  Development 
.Department,  or  any  other 


Appointment 
of  Competent 
authorities 
and  their 
functions. 


Department  or  Corporation  including  Irri-  f 
gation  Development  Corporation,  as  they  ; 
consider  necessary,  to  be  the  competent 
authority  (Engineering)  with  specific 
functions  as  prescribed  to  every  farmers 
organization  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act. 
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(2)  The  Government  may  also,  by 
nofification  appoint  an  officer  from  the 
agriculture  department,  to  be  the 
competent  authority  (Agriculture)  with 
the  specific  functions  as  prescribed,  to 
every  farmers  organization  for  the 
purpose  of  this  Act. 


(3)  For  strengthening  of  the  farmers 
organizations  the  Government  may  also, 
by  notification  appoint  an  officer  or 
officers  from  any  department  or 
departments,  to  be  the  additional 
competent  authority  or  authorities  for 
discharging  specific  functions,  as  may 
be  prescribed 


Substitution 
of  Section  26, 


13.  For  section  26  of  the  {principal 
Act,  the.  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely: — 


i "ScttLft-  — _ 

o£  26 . Any  dispute  or  differ- 

disputeo  ence  touchin9  thG  constitution, 

x- : management,  powers  or  functions 

of  a farmers  organization  arising  between 
members,  between  a memberj  and  the  managing 
committee. r - o£  a water  users  association 


cr  between  two  or  more  water  users  asso- 
ciations or  between  two  or'lraofe  distri- 
butor committees  or  between  two  or 
more  project  committees  shall  be  deter- 
mined and  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
prescribed. " . 


Substitutioif  20.  For  section  27  of  the  ‘principal 
of  Section  27,  ACt,  the  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely: — 


, Appeals | 27.  Any  party  to  a dispute 

i jor  difference  aggrieved  by  a ' decision 
made  or  order  passed  by  the  managing. 
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committee  of  farmers  organization  or  by 
a designated  officer,  as  the  case  may 
be,  may  appeal  to  the  authority  and  such 
appeals  shall  be  disposed  of , in  the 
manner  prescribed."* 

21.  In  section : 28  of  the  principal! 

\ Act i — 

(1)  for  sub-section  (2),  the  follow- 
j ing  shall  be  substituted,  namely: — 

* (2)|  The  books  of  accounts  and  other 
records  shall  be  open  for  information  to 
the  members  of  the  Farmers  Organisation 
and  also  for  inspection-  to  any  officer 
or  officers  authorised  by  the  Government 
or  the  Commissioner , as  may  be 
prescribed, 

(2)  after  sub-section  (2)  so  amended 
the  following  shall  be  added,  namely: — 

" (3)  to  encourage  effective  function- 
ing of  the  farmers  Organisations , the 
Government  may  prescribe  incentives  and 
disincentives  for  farmers  Organisations, 
based  on  their  performance . 

22.  For  Section  32  of  the  principal. 
Act,  the  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely:  — 

fieaigna-j;  32.  a Member  or  President  or! 

—|  Vice-President  or  Chairman  or 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Managing  Committee 
of  a farmers  organization  ; may  resign, 
his  office  through  a letter  i"'  sent  by! 
registered  post  or  tendered  in  person  to! 
the  authority  designated  and  it  shall  be! 
processed  and  disposed  of  in  the  manner! 
prescribed , " . i 


Amendment  of 
Section  28. 


Substitution 
of  Section  32. 
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Amendment:  of 
Section  34. 


Amendment  of 
Section  39. 


Substitution  | 
Of;  i 
Section  41-A. 


23.  In  section'  34  of  the  principal 
Act,  after  the  words  "Officer  or 
Officers",  the  words  "or  the  outgoing 
President  or  Chairman  of  the  farmers 
organization  whose  performance  is 
adjudged  as  good,  as  prescribed"  shall 
be  inserted. 

24.  In  section  . 39  of  the  Principal 
Act,  for  the  words  "managing  committee'1, 
the  words  "financial  sub-committee" 
shall  be  substituted. 

25.  For  section  > 41-A  of  the  principal! 
Act,  the  following  shall  be  substituted, 
namely: — 

41-A . ( 1 ) Notwithstanding  any- 
thing contained  in  this  Act, 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  j 
Government  or  as  the  case  may 
Commissioner  or  designated! 
officers  not  below  the  rank  of  a Super- 
intending Engineer,  either  on  its  own! 
accord  or  on  application  made,  issue 
such  directions,  as  they  may  consider 
necessary,  to  any  farmers  organisation 
for  the  proper  working  of  the  said  orga-  ' 
nisation  and  such  farmers  organisation [ 
shall  implement  those  directions  for  ; 
effective  functioning  of  the  said  orga- 
nization. 

(2)  If  in  the  opinion  of  the  Govern- 
ment or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  Commis- 
sioner or  the  officers . as  designated  in 
sub-section  (1),  the  President  or  Vice- 
President  or  Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman 
or  the  members  of  the  managing  committee 
of  a farmers  organisation, 

(i)  Wilfully  omitted  or  refused  to 
carry  out  the  directions  of  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Commissioner  or  the  officers 


“Power  to 
give 

direc- 
tions.  

be,  the 
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as  designated  in  sub-section  (1)  for  the 
proper  working  of  the  organization;  or 

(ii)  abused  his  position  or  j;the 
power  vested  in  him;  or 

(iii)  is  guilty  of  misconduct  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties;  or 

(iv)  persistently  defaulted  in  the 
performance  of  his  functions  and  duties 
entrusted  to  him  under  the  Act  to  the 
detriment  of  the  functioning  of  the 
concerned  organization  or  has  become 
incapable  of  * such  performance;  or 

Cv)  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  or  the  rules  made  there  under; 
or 


(a)  defaulted  in  carrying  out  the 
financial  audit  in  the  manner  prescribed; 
or 


{b)  defaulted  in  conducting  general 
body  meetings  in  the  manner  prescribed; 
or 

(c)  defaulted  in  formation  of  sub- 
committees in  the  manner  prescribed;  or 

(vi)  incurred  any  of  the  disquali- 
fications under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  the  Government  or,  as  the  case  may 
be,  the  Commissioner  or  .the  officers 
designated  in  sub-section  (1)  may 
proceed  either  suo-moto  or  on  a represen- 
tation or  application,  and  may  remove 
such  President  or  Vice-President  or 
Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  or  the  Member 
or  members  of  the  Managing  Committee, 
after  giving  reasonable  opportunity  of 
making  a representation  against  such 
action. 
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Amendment  of 
Section  42. 


Cessation  of 
the  existing 
committees. 


C 3 ) Any  amount  fallen  due  to  be 
recovered,  consequent  to  any  financial 
irregularity  committed  by  the  Chairman 
or  Vice-Chairman  or  President  or  Vice- 
President  or  Member  or  Members  of  the 
Managing  Committee  during  their  tenure, 
shall  be  recovered  as  per  the  Andhra 
Pradesh  Revenue  Recovery  Act,  IB 6.4  or 
any  Act  for  the  time  being  in  force  and 
be  credited  to  the  respective  farmers 
organization  or  Government,-  as  the  case 
may  be. 

(4)  All  appeals  on  the  orders  issued 
under  sub-section  ( 2 ) shall  lay  before 
an  appellate  authority  not  below  the 
rank  of  District  Collector  as  may  be 
prescribed  within  a period  of  -thirty 
days  from  the  date  of  serving  the  said 
orders  to  the  concerned  person  or 
persons  and  ■ the  decision  of  the 
appellate  authority  thereon  shall  be 
final,". 

26.  In  sectionj  42  of  the  principal 
Act>  — 

(a)  sub-section  ( 1 ) of  Section  42 
shall  be  renumbered  as  Section  42;: 

(b)  sub-section ! (2)  shall  be 

omitted. 

27.(1)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained 
in  the  principal  Act,  in  any  rule, 
order,  decree  or  any  judgment  of  any 
Court,  Tribunal  or  other  authority,  the 
Chairman  or  President  or  Member  of  the 
Managing  Committee  of  Water  Users 
Association  and  the  Chair-man  or 
president  or  Member  of  the  Managing 
Committee  of  the  Distributory  Committee 
as  the  case  may  be  . constituted  and 
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functioning  before  the  commencement  of 
the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Act,  2003 
shall  cease  to  hold  such  office  of 
Chairman  or  President  or  Member  of  the 
said  committees  forthwith. 

(2)  Upon  such  cessation  of  such 
Managing  Committee  of  Water  Users  Associ- 
ations and  the  Distributory'  Committees, 
lit  shall  be  competent  for  the  Government , 
by  notification,  appoint  an  officer  or 
officers  to  exercise  the  powers  and 
perform  the  functions  of  the  farmers 
[organisation  and  the  Managing  Committees 
thereof  till  such  time  the  farmers 
organisation  is  reconstituted  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Principal  Act  as  amended  by  this  Act. 

(3)  As  soon  as  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Farmers  Management  of  Irrigation  Systems 
(Amendment)  Act.  2003  comes  into  force, 
the  . District  Collector  shall  cause 
arrangements  for  the  election  of 
Managing  Committees  of  such  farmers 
organizations  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  [principal  Act  as 
amended  by  this  Aqt. 

(4)  No  suit  ' or  any  other  procee- 
dings shall  be  maitined  or  continued  in 
any  Court,  Tribunal  or  other  authority 
against  the  Government  or  any  person  or 
other  authority  whatsoever  for  extending 
their  term  of  office  and ; all  such 
[pending  proceedings  shall  abate  forth- 
with . 

j (5)  No  Court  shall  enforce  any 
decree  or  order  directing  tb  continue 
the  persons  as  Chairman  or  President  or 
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Members  of  the  Managing  Co.itmittee  of 
Water  Users  Association  or  the 
Distributory  Committee  as  the  case  may 
be- 


Repeal  of 
Ordinance 


! 10  of  2002. 


28  . The  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Manage- 
ment of  Irrigation  Systems  (Second  Amend- 
ment) Ordinance  2002  is  hereby  repealed. 


K.G.  SHANKAR, 

Secretary  to  Government, 
Legislative  Affairs  & Justice  (FAC), 
Law  Department. 


&C.P-U 
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STATEMENT  OF  OBJECTS  AND  REASONS 

In  pursuance  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  Act,  1997  (Act  11  of  1997),  about  10,292  Water  User’s 
Associations  were  constituted  and  elections  were  held  on  1 7-6- 1 997  to  bring 
into  office  the  democratically  elected  Managing  Committees  of  these  Water 
Users  Associations.  Further  172  Distributary  Committees  for  the  Major 
Projects  in  the  Stale  were  also  constituted  and  elections  were  held  in 
November,  1997. 

After  the  completion  of  the  first  tenure  of  5 (five)  years,  the  Govern- 
ment have  reviewed  the  performance  of  these  bodies  and  observed  that  while 
the  Water  User’s  Associations  programme  has  been  successful  by  and  large 
in  achieving  the  basic  objective  of  involving  the  farmers  in  the  Management 
of  the  Irrigation  Systems,  certain  deficiencies  in  its  working  have  been  no- 
ticed. Therefore,  the  Government  decided  to  effect  certain  changes  in  the 
set-up  of  these  organisations  before  conducting  elections  during  the  year 
2002.  In  this  direction,  it  is  proposed  locanyout  certain  changes  in  the  present 
set-up  of  the  Water  User’s  Associations  with  ihe  objective  of  achieving  a 
more  broad  based  and  transparent  Farmers  Organisations  to  make  them  more 
effective  instrument  of  farmer’s  participation  in  integrated  water  manage- 
ment and  improving  the  agricultural  productivity. 

To  achieve  the  above  objective,  it  has  become  necessary  to  amend 
vairious  provisions  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of  Irriga- 
tion Systems  Act,  1997  (Act  1 1 of  1997)  suitably. 

The  salient  features  of  the  Bill  arc  as  follows 

(i)  The  Managing  Committees  of  each  Water  Users  Association  shall 
consist  of  territorial  members  of  six  in  the  case  of  Minor  Irrigation 
System  and  of  twelve  in  the  cases  of  Major  and  Medium  Irrigation 
System,  whose  term  shall  be  six  years  and  it  shall  be  a continuous 
body  with  one  third  members  retiring  every  two  years  and  their  term 
of  retirement  at  the  first  election  shall  be  decided  by  drawal  of  lots ; 
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(ii)  In  order  to  meet  the  administrative  exigencies,  the  pest  of  Vice -Presi- 
dent has  been  created  in  the  Farmers  Organizations ; 

(iii)  The  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Managing  Committee  shall 
be  elected  from  among  the  members  of  the  Managingh  Committee 
of  the  water  users  Associations  and  their  term  shall  be  two  years 
from  the  dale  of  election ; 

(i  v)  Every  Command  area  of  the  Major  Irrigation  System  shall  have  mini- 
mum strength  of  five  Distribuiory  Committees  and  also  one  Project 
Committee ; 

(v)  The  term  of  Office  of  the  President,  Vice-President  and  Members  of 
the  Managing  Committee  of  the  Distribuiory  Committee  shall  be 
co-terminus  with  the  term  of  the  general  body  of  the  Committee ; 

(vi)  In  the  Major  and  Medium  Irrigation  Systems,  all  the  Presidents  of 
the  Distribuiory  Committee  and  Water  Users  Association  respec- 
tively in  the  Project  area  shall  constitute  the  genera!  body  of  the 
Project  Committee  and  shat!  have  a minimum  strength  of  five  mem- 
bers. 

(vii)  The  term  of  Office  of  the  Chairman.  Vice-Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Managing  Committees  of  the  Project  Committees  shall  co- 
terminus with  the  term  of  general  body  of  the  Project  Committees ; 

(viii)  The  Members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  or  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment or  office  bearers  of  any  body  constituted  under  any  law  shall 
be  disqualified  for  being  chosen  as  Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  or 
President  or  Vice-President  or  the  Member  of  the  Managing  Com- 
mittees ; 

(ix)  If  any  Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman,  President  or  Vice-President  or 
members  of  a Managing  Committee  is  removed  by  the  Government 
or  Commissioner  or  by  any  designated  officer  he  shall  be  disquali- 
fied for  six  years  from  the  date  of  such  removal  for  being  chosen  as 
such  posts ; 
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(x)  To  empower  the  Government  to  appoint  a competent  authority 
(Agriculture)  besides  the  existing  competent  authority  (Engineer- 
ing) and  also  to  appoint  additional  competent  authorities  for 
discharging  specific  functions ; 

(xi)  The  preparation  of  budget  has  been  entrusted  to  Financial  Sub-Com- 
mittee instead  of  Managing  Committee ; 

(xii)  The  Minor  Water  bodies  in  the  Schedule  are  in  the  State  are  also 
brought  within  the  purview  of  the  Act ; 

(xiii)  A specific  provision  has  been  made  for  the  cessation  of  the  term  of 
the  existing  committees. 

As  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Slate  was  not  then  in  session 
having  been  pro  rouged  and  as  it  lias  been  decided  (o  amend  the  said  Act 
immediately,  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of  Irrigation 
Systems  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  2002  (A.P.  Ordinance  0 of  2002)  was 
prom  [gated  by  the  Governor  on  the  24th  September,  2002. 

This  Bill  seeks  to  replace  the  said  Ordinance. 


KADIYAM  SR1HARI, 

Minister  for  Major  and 
Medium  Irrigation. 


Registered  No.  HSE/49 


[Price  : Rs.  0-60  Paise. 
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ANDHRA  PRADESH  ACTS,  ORDINANCES  AND 
REGULATIONS  Etc. 

The  following  Act  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Legislative 
Assembly  received  the  assent  of  the  Governor  on  the  8th 
November,  2005  and  the  said  assent  is  hereby  first 
published  on  the  10th  November,  2005  in  the  Andhra 
Pradesh  Gazette  for  general  information. 

ACT  No.  39  OF  2005 

AN  ACT  FURTHER  TO  AMEND  THE  ANDHRA 
PRADESH  FARMERS’  MANAGEMENT  OF 
IRRIGATION  SYSTEMS  ACT,  1997. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Andhra  Pradesh  in  the  Fifty-sixth  Year  of  the  Republic  of 
India  as  follows:- 


A.265-1 
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[Part  IV-B 


Short 
title  and 
commen- 
cement. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section  4, 
Act  No. 

11  of 
1997. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section  6. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section  8. 


1.(1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Farmers’  Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment) 
Act,  2005. 

(2)  It  shall  be  deemed  to  have  come  into  force  on 
and  from  the  21st  June,  2005. 

2.  In  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers’  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  Act,  1997  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
principal  Act),  in  section  4,- 

(1)  after  sub-section  (1),  the  following  proviso  shall 
be  added  namely:- 

“Provided  that  two  members  nominated  by  the  Gram 
Panchayat  of  whom  one  shall  be  a woman,  shall  be  the 
members  of  the  Managing  Committees  of  Minor  Irrigation 
Water  Users’  Associations,  without  voting  rights,  in  the 
manner  prescribed.”. 

(2)  in  sub-section  (2),  for  the  expression  “one  third 
of  its  members”  the  expression  “one  third  of  its  elected 
members”  shall  be  substituted. 

3.  In  section  6 of  the  principal  Act,  to  sub-section 
(1),  the  following  proviso  shall  be  added,  namely:- 

“Provided  that  all  Presidents  of  the  Mandal  Parishads 
within  the  distributory  area  nominated  by  the  District 
Collector  shall  be  the  members  of  the  Managing  Committee 
of  the  Distributory  Committee  without  voting  rights,  in  the 
manner  prescribed.”. 

4.  In  section  8 of  the  principal  Act,  to  sub-section 
(1),  the  following  provisos  shall  be  added,  namely:- 

“Provided  that  all  Members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  all  Members  of  the  Parliament  and  Chairpersons 
of  Zilla  Parishads  within  the  Major  Project  area  nominated 


November  10,  2005]  ANDHRA  PRADESH  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY  3 


by  the  Government  shall  be  the  members  of  the  Managing 
Committee  of  the  Major  Project  Committee  without  voting 
rights,  in  the  manner  prescribed: 

Provided  further  that  all  Members  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  all  Members  of  the  Parliament  and  Presidents 
of  Mandal  Parishads  within  the  Medium  Project  area 
nominated  by  the  District  Collector  shall  be  the  members 
of  the  Managing  Committee  of  the  Medium  Project 
Committee  without  voting  rights,  in  the  manner  prescribed.”. 

5.  In  section  1 7 of  the  principal  Act,  in  clause  (b),  the 
following  shall  be  added  at  the  end,  namely:- 

“subject  to  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
prescribed;”. 

6.  In  section  1 8 of  the  principal  Act,  in  clause  (b),  the 
following  shall  be  added  at  the  end,  namely:- 

“subject  to  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
prescribed;”. 

7.  In  section  1 9 of  the  principal  Act,  in  clause  (b),  the 
following  shall  be  added  at  the  end,  namely:- 

“subject  to  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be 
prescribed;”. 

8.  The  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers’  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  2005  is  hereby 
repealed. 


T.  MADAN  MOHAN  REDDY, 

Secretary  to  Government, 
Legislative  Affairs  & Justice, 
Law  Department. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section 
17. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section 
18. 


Amend- 
ment of 
section 
19. 


Repeal 
of  Ordi- 
nance 
14  of 
2005. 


Registered  No.  HSE/49  [Price  : Rs.  0-30  Paise. 
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ANDHRAPRADESH  ACTS,  ORDINANCES  AND 
REGULATIONS  ETC. 

The  following  Act  of  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Legislature, 
received  the  assent  of  the  Governor  on  the  31st  March, 

2010  and  the  said  assent  is  hereby  first  published  on  the 
6th  April,  2010  in  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Gazette  for  general 
information. 

ACT  No.  4 OF  2010. 

AN  ACT  FURTHER  TO  AMEND  THE  ANDHRA 
PRADESH  FARMERS  MANAGEMENT  OF 
IRRIGATIONS  SYSTEMS  ACT,  1997. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Andhra 
Pradesh  in  the  Sixty  first  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India  as 
follows:- 

1.(1)  This  Act,  may  be  called  the  Andhra  Pradesh 
Farmers  Management  of  Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment) 

Act,  2010. 

[1] 


Short 

Title 

and 

Commen- 

cement. 
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(2)  It  shall  be  deemed  to  have  come  into  force  on 
the  30th  January,  2010. 


Extension  of  term 
of  Management 
Committee  of 
Farmers  Organi- 
zation. 


2.  Notwithstanding  anything  contained 
in  the  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Manage- 
ment of  Irrigation  Systems  Act,  1 997  and 
all  rules  made  thereunder,  the  term  of 


office  of  a Member  or  President,  or  Vice-President  or 


Chairman  or  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Managing  Committee 
of  the  Farmers  Organizations,  who  completes  their  term 
prior  to  31  st  January,  201 1 , shall  continue  till  31  st  January, 
2011  or  till  the  Elections  are  conducted,  whichever  is  earlier, 
if  he  is  not  recalled  or  removed  or  disqualified  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 


Repeal  of 
Ordi- 
nance 1 
of  2010. 


3.  The  Andhra  Pradesh  Farmers  Management  of 
Irrigation  Systems  (Amendment)  Ordinance  is  hereby 
repealed. 


R.  RAMA  CHANDRA  REDDY, 

Secretary  to  Government, 
Legislative  Affairs  & Justice, 
Law  Department. 
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